FALLACIES or PSEUDOPROOFS
· FALLACIES IN LOGIC/LOGOS

Begging the Question

· refusal to make an argument: no support is provided by the arguer

· claim is simply restated over and over, in one form or another

· ex: have you stopped beating your wife?

· ex: capital punishment deters crime because it keels criminals from committing murder

False dichotomy

· dichotomy = two alternatives that don’t overlap and are mutually exclusive

· draw audience into believing there are only two alternatives

· ex: war on terror: you are either with us or against us.

· ex. (Simpsons) first you didn’t want a pony, now you want to send it back

Red Herring
· provides irrelevant and misleading support that pulls audience away from the real argument

· ex: We shouldn’t elect this candidate because she would have to put her kids in day care

· ex: whether or not police were racist in OJ Simpson case

Non-Sequitor (does not follow)

· conclusion doesn’t follow from the evidence and warrant

· faulty deductive arguments – asserting conclusions from examples, that do not follow

· ex: women can’t drive well, so they shouldn’t hold executive positions

Straw Man

· attributing an argument to an opponent that he/she never made, and then refuting it in a devastating way

· (remember principle of charity – in a fair argument, we should avoid this fallacy)

· ex: opponent claiming you’re too old for the job

· FALLACIES AFFECTING CHARACTER/ETHOS

Ad hominem (attacking the man)

· attacks a person’s character rather than his/her ideas

· purpose is to discredit the author

· distracts attention away from the issue and instead at the person

Guilt by association

· suggests that people’s character can be judged by character of their associates

· ex: you are anti-abortion because you are a member of the Republican Party

· FALLACIES AFFECTING EMOTION/PATHOS

Bandwagon appeal

· if everyone is doing something, you should do it to

· if majority of people hold a certain opinion, you should do it also.

Slippery Slope

· if we allow one thing to happen, we will slide down the slippery slope to disaster

· “parade of horribles” 

· ex. if we require women to wait 24 hours prior to an abortion decision, soon we will have some many restrictions that abortion will be illegal.
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